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Careers Education, Information, Advice and 

Guidance  
 

Personalised Learning ensures motivation and achievement in all areas. Timetables are 

tailored to individual needs and subjects are taught by subject specialists many of whom 

are teachers of the deaf. Pupils can choose options that they feel confident to progress 

in, and achieve their potential. 

 

 You will continue to experience a wide range of learning activities to develop your 

understanding of career choices and qualifications and to make informed decisions.  

Local employers and the Careers Service are involved in the delivery of CEIAG 

through Work Based Learning Activities including advice on making your CV, 

completing job and college application forms and your DBS check. 

 You will review your progress regularly with your teachers and independent careers 

advisor through individual interviews, and continue to update your individual learning 

plans, action plans and CV. 

 Up to date printed, computerised and visual material are available in the careers 

library.  The school organises group and individual access to guidance and the 

Careers Service. 

 Mock Interview Day at Derby University.  You will be interviewed by hearing people 

from local companies and governors.  You will be trained in using a qualified 

interpreter. 

 Taster days at colleges to help you make the right choice at Post 16. 

 Practical use of the National Careers Service Website. 
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English Language GCSE (AQA) 
 

English is a core subject and is compulsory at KS4.   

 

Curriculum content: 
 Emphasises the quality and accuracy of writing and core writing skills, such as 

spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 Allows candidates to demonstrate their ability in functional English. 

 Offers opportunities to investigate and analyse language, experiment and use 

language creatively. 

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing 

 1 hour 45 minutes – 80 marks – 50% of GCSE 

Section A: Reading (25% of the course) 

o Candidates read and answer questions on one literature fiction text. 

Section B: Writing (25% of the course) 

o Candidates produce one piece of creative writing - either descriptive or 

narrative. 

Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

 1 hour 45 minutes – 80 marks – 50% of GCSE 

Section A: Reading (25% of the course) 

o Candidates read and answer questions on one non-fiction text and one literary 

non-fiction text. 

Section B: Writing (25% of the course) 

o Candidates produce writing to present a viewpoint. 
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AQA Entry Level – Step Up to English  
 

In some circumstances, depending on the starting point of the individual pupil, identified 

pupils are entered for Entry Level courses rather that GCSE courses.  This course helps 

pupils to develop and improve their English skills and prepares them for the world post-

school.  Entry Level English gives a secure foundation for pupils to go on to study English 

Language GCSE at college in the future. 

 

Step Up to English helps entry level pupils to build basic and relevant literacy skills and is 

suitable for pupils from Key Stage 3 onwards. 

 

The qualification is offered in two ‘steps’:  

 

 Silver Step (resulting in awards at Entry Level 1 and Entry Level 2) 

 Gold Step (Entry Level 3). 

Candidates study a variety of text over a two-year period to develop and improve their 

reading and writing skills.  Reading and writing are assessed by coursework carried out 

under controlled conditions; there is no formal examination.  The assessment is on 

demand, with certification taking place twice each year.  This means that assessments 

can be completed when the pupil is ready to undertake each specific unit. 
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English Literature (AQA)  
 

This GCSE specification in English Literature is based on the conviction that the study of 

literature should centre on an informed personal response and a critical understanding of a 

range of texts in the genres of prose, poetry, and drama. 

 

This qualification is made up of two externally assessed units. These two units test learners’ 

knowledge and understanding of prose and poetry texts from the literary heritage, 

contemporary poetry and prose, a drama text and a Shakespeare text.  

 

The GCSE specification in English Literature enables learners to: 

 

 read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and make 

connections across their reading. 

 read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and explain 

their understanding and ideas. 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often. 

 appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage. 

 write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard 

English. 

 acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other 

literary and linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they read. 

 

Texts studied will be:  

 

 An Inspector Calls –JB Priestley 

 Romeo and Juliet - William Shakespeare 

 The Sign of the Four – Arthur Conan Doyle 

 A selection of contemporary and literary heritage poetry 

 Unseen poetry. 

 

Unit 1: External exam Shakespeare and 19th Century Novel (40% - 1 hour 45 minutes) 

Unit 2: External exam Modern Texts and Poetry (60% 2 hours and 45 minutes) 
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Mathematics  
 

Mathematics is core to the curriculum and is compulsory.  GCSE in Mathematics is 

offered at 2 levels 

 

 Foundation  Grades 1 – 5 Edexcel 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

1.5 hours + 25% extra time 1.5 hours + 25% extra time 1.5 hours + 25% extra time 

No calculator Calculator allowed Calculator allowed 

 

 Higher  Grades 4 – 9 Edexcel 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

1.5 hours + 25% extra time 1.5 hours + 25% extra time 1.5 hours + 25% extra time 

No calculator Calculator allowed Calculator allowed 

 

The Maths course begins in KS3 as a three year GCSE course. There will be further 

emphasis on your individual work so there will be considerably more homework for you to 

do.   

Maths Entry Level Edexcel 

In some circumstances, identified pupils will be entered for the Entry Level exam. Entry 

Level is offered to pupils who find Maths GCSE too difficult from their starting point.   

 

Entry Level 1 

Test Task (Coursework) 

 

Entry Level 2 

Test Task (Coursework) 

 

Entry Level 3 

Test – Non calculator Test – Calculator Task (Coursework) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS4 Curriculum 2019-2021 Page 8 of 24 

Science (AQA)   
 

Science is core to the curriculum and is compulsory. 

 

It is offered at three levels according to the starting point of the student. 

 

1. Entry Level Science (OCR) 

This is a programme of practical and theoretical learning that is assessed by teacher 

assessment of practical skills and by end of topic tests.  It focuses on developing an 

understanding of topics across the range of science subjects.  End of topic tests are 

quite short, and they are carried out in a classroom setting. 

 

2. GCSE Chemistry (OCR Gateway) 

For students whose starting point in science is advanced, we offer GCSE Chemistry.  This 

looks a broad range of topics within the subject and aims to prepare students for 

further examination at Post 16 level should they choose to pursue the subject.  It is 

examined in Year 11 by public exams, for which students sit two papers. 
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Citizenship   
 

Citizenship is a statutory subject.  Each pupil will have one 45 minute period per week 

which will cover at least 5 different modules over the 2 years.   

 

Citizenship gives pupils the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role 

in society at local, national and international levels.  It helps them to become more 

informed, thoughtful and responsible citizens who are aware of their duties and rights.  

Also it encourages them to play a helpful part in the life of the school and community. 

 

Through the different modules they will also learn about our economy and democratic 

communities and be encouraged to have respect for different cultures and be able to 

form and express opinions.  Drugs awareness is an important part of Year 10 & Year 11 

work. 

 

Throughout KS4 you will also have the opportunities to take part in Enterprise Activities.  

These ‘can do’ activities will help you problem solve, take calculated risks and develop 

your financial skills (capability).  Local employers and people from the community will 

make these interesting for you.   
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award  
 

You will have the great opportunity to take part in the D of E Award which includes 

Bronze (KS4), Silver (KS5) and eventually Gold.  

 

The Bronze Award has four main parts  

 

▪ Volunteering section 

▪ Skills section 

▪ Physical activity section 

▪ Expedition which includes camping, cooking outside and travelling by 

foot/cycle/canoe in the countryside for two days and one night.  Full training 

ensures that you will be safe and confident.  

 

An information evening will be held for parents and carers  

 

For more information have a look at www.dofe.org  

 

 

 
 

 

Work Experience  
 

All KS4 pupils have the opportunity to participate in Work Experience.  You can arrange 

this in your local area or in Derby.  RSDD follows the national guidelines on health and 

safety (Derbyshire Work Experience) 

http://www.debp.co.uk/wex/Logon.asp  

 

Further details will be given to you in Year 11. 

 

 

 

http://www.dofe.org/
http://www.debp.co.uk/wex/Logon.asp
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GCSE Geography A: Geographical Themes (OCR) 
 

This subject will enable learners to build on their Key Stage 3 knowledge and skills to: 

 Develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes, 

(know geographical material) 

 Gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments, change in 

places and processes over space and time. 

 Develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including those used in 

fieldwork, in using maps and Geographical Information Systems (GIS). 

 
Pupils complete 3 exams as shown in the table below. 
 

There will be a minimum of 2 field trips and data collected will relate to the Geographical 

Skills and Fieldwork assessment exam paper.  

Content Overview Assessment Overview 

Landscapes of the UK 

People of the UK 

UK environmental challenges 

Living in the UK Today (01) 

60 Marks 

1hour 

Written paper 

 

30% 

of the total GCSE 

Ecosystems of the planet 

People of the planet 

Environmental threats to our 

planet 

The World Around Us (02) 

60 Marks 

1 hour 

Written paper 

 

30%  

of the total GCSE 

Geographical Skills 

Fieldwork Assessment 

Geographical Skills (03) 

80 Marks 

1 hour 30 minutes 

Written paper 

 

40 % 

of the total GCSE 
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Humanities (WJEC)   
 

You will follow the WJEC Entry Pathways Course.  This is built around the subject areas 

of Geography, History and RE.  There is no examination but you will complete modules 

which are internally assessed and externally moderated by WJEC.  

 

 Entry 1 

 Entry 2 

 Entry 3  

 

Which lead to (3 sizes) of qualification 

 

 Award (8 or more credits) 

 Certificate (13 or more credits) 

 Diploma (37 or more credits) 

 

Some units of study include: 

 

Geography 

 Fragile Environments 

 Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Tsunamis 

 Ethics of Food production 

 
History 

 People and Protest 

 Historical Change Over Time 

 

Religious Education 

 Religious Festivals 

 Religious Marriage Services 
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Computing   
 

Computing is one of the core subjects in the curriculum and is compulsory.  

 

The Computing course will allow students to: 

 

- Understand and apply various concepts of Computer Science, including problem-

solving, logic, algorithms, and programming 

- Analyse problems and gain practical experience of writing computer programs 

- Experience unfamiliar technologies 

- Become more confident when using technology 

- Understand how digital systems are made up and how they communicate 

- Understand the impact digital technology has on society 

- Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science 

 

The course will be moderated via a mixture of coursework and examination, and students 

will be able to pursue either GCSE or Entry Level. Both the GCSE and the Entry Level 

follow the same format at a different level. 

 

The course involves 2 exam papers. One focuses on Computer Systems, with the other 

focusing on programming, computational thinking, and algorithms. Students will also be 

given a programming project that will test their logical reasoning. 
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Physical Education (OCR)  
 

In KS4 you will do a range of sporting and leisure activities, including the opportunity to 

visit local leisure facilities such as Derby College fitness centre, Kedleston golf range and 

Alvaston BMX track. 

 

Alongside this we offer:- 

 

Entry Level Certificate  

The Entry Level Certificate in Physical Education is 100% internally assessed and is 

externally moderated, with the focus of the course being on the performer and their 

performance.  Learners choose from a wide range of activities including off-site 

activities for those centres and learners who may wish to follow them. 

 

Learners are required to select four activities, one from the team list, one from the 

individual list and then their other two are a free choice examples of these are football, 

basketball, trampolining, weight training, athletics and golf.  Learners will be required to 

perform effectively, using tactics or compositional techniques as necessary and observe 

the rules, of the activities and analyse a performance in order to determine its strengths 

and weaknesses, and suggest simple ways of improving the quality and 

effectiveness of the performance. 
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BSL (Signature)  
 

Signature Level 1 enables pupils to communicate with deaf people in BSL on a range of 

topics that involve simple everyday language use. 

 

Signature Level 2 develops these skills to allow longer and more open ended exchanges.  

It develops functional communication in BSL including a range of real life, routine and 

daily experiences.  Pupils will be taught a number of regional variations in sign language. 

 

Signature Level 3 develops an advanced knowledge of the structure and function of 

British Sign Language and an understanding of the Deaf Community and Deaf Culture. 

 

 

The qualifications are divided into 3 units each of which can be achieved separately.  

To achieve the full Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3 Certificate pupils are required to 

pass all units. 

 

 

 

 



KS4 Curriculum 2019-2021 Page 16 of 24 

 

Performing Arts (BTEC) 
  

This will encourage you to explore and actively engage in a wide range of creative 

and stimulating activities to develop and demonstrate competence in a range of 

practical, creative and performance skills.  You will be encouraged to work 

imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, developing and 

communicating ideas  

  

Practical Work will include  

- An individual showcase of your acting abilities   

- Taking part in and developing a performance  

- Going to see a variety of plays and shows  

- Exploring acting, dance, drama production and music skills   

- Technical support for stage performance  

- Design and costume making skills  

- How to get into performing arts as a career  

- Musical theatre  

- Exploring urban dance and hip/hop styles  Music, lighting and make up for 

productions  

You are required to study at least six assessment options.  You will choose any of 

the options and can focus on one or several of dance, drama, acting or music skills.   
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Media 
 

Media Studies is offered as a GCSE course only.  

  

The GCSE Syllabus offers:  

 Extensive and meaningful coverage of media theory and practice  

 Practical work which integrates theories and concepts  

 A choice of assignments for production and pre-production  

 The chance to study across a range of different media  

 Opportunities to learn about real media products and industries  

 Opportunities for progression, especially to GCE A Level Media Studies or 

Level 3 Diploma in Creative and Media  

  

The course is divided into 4 areas of learning and skills:  

1. Media Language  

2. Media Representations  

3. Media Industries  

4. Media Audiences  

Unit 1: Paper 1  

Written paper: 1 hour 30 minutes – 84 marks – 35% 

Section A: industries and audiences Section B: 

representation.  

  

Unit 3: Non-exam assessment – creating a media product  

Controlled assessment taken from banks of set assignments – 72 marks – 30% Pupils 

use their theoretical knowledge and practical skills to produce:  

• a statement of intent  

• a media product for an intended audience.  
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Arts Awards  
 
Arts Awards offers a range of qualifications that support young people to grow as artists 

and arts leaders.  To achieve an Arts award, young people take on challenges in an art 

form, participate in arts activities, experience arts events, and become inspired by 

artists and by leading others: 

 

 To offer learning and qualifications which support individual creative development in 

any setting 

 To place young people at the heart of the Arts award process 

 To increase young people’s experience and understanding of the arts, arts 

practitioners and cultural organisations 

 To embrace new art forms and technologies 

 To reach the widest possible range of young people 

 

Arts Award’s structure 
Bronze Award Level 1 qualification (Qualification and Credit Framework) 

 

Unit 1 

A: their active participation in any art form 

B: their experience as an audience member of least one arts event 

C: their research into the work of an artist/craftsperson that inspires them 

D: their experience of passing on an arts skill 

 

They keep their work in an individual portfolio. 

 

Assessment 
To pass Bronze, young people should create a portfolio/arts log that records their 

planning and progress and demonstrates all the evidence required in each part of the 

unit.  This evidence should demonstrate that the young person is working at QCF Level 1 

standard in the following areas: 

 

Art form knowledge and understanding 

Creativity  

Communication  
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Silver Award Level 2 qualification 

It has two units:  

Unit 1 

A: identify and plan an arts challenge 

B: implement and review the arts challenge 

C: review arts events 

D: arts research  

 

Unit 2 

planning 

A: identify leadership role and plan the project’s aim 

B: plan the practical issues 

delivery 

C: effective arts leadership 

D: working effectively with others 

Review 

E: review the project and leadership role 

 

Assessment 

To pass this two – unit award, young people should create an arts portfolio that records 

their planning and progress and demonstrates all the evidence required in each part of 

the unit 1.  This evidence should demonstrate that the young person is working at QCF 

Level 2 standard in the following areas: 

 

• Art form knowledge and understanding 

• Creativity  

• Communication 
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Art, Craft and Design (OCR)  
 

It is designed to encourage learners to develop knowledge, skills and understanding along 

with creativity and imagination.  Learners show this through their responses to a range of 

visual and written stimuli.  It provides an opportunity for learners to experiment and 

take risks with their work whilst developing their own style. 

 

In Art, Craft and Design, learners must work in two or more titles from those listed in 

bold below. Learners may work in an area(s) of study within and/or across titles: 

 Fine Art: drawing, painting, printmaking or sculpture 

 Graphic Communication: illustration, packaging or advertising 

 Textile Design: printed and digital textiles, stitched and/or embellished textiles 

 Three Dimensional Design: ceramics, product design or jewellery 

 

Assessment Overview 

01 

 Portfolio  

120 marks  

non-exam assessment (internally assessed and externally moderated) 

60% of 

total 

GCSE 

02 

 Externally set task  

80 marks  

10 hours non-exam assessment (internally assessed and externally 

moderated 

 

40% of 

total 

GCSE 
 

Component 01: Portfolio 

This is a portfolio of work produced to a centre- or learner-set starting point leading to 

final artefact(s)/product(s)/personal outcome(s).  Learners must show they have: 

 Developed ideas through investigations and demonstrated critical understanding of 

sources from a given starting point. 

 Produced material informed by context that is relevant to the development of their 

ideas 

 Refined work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with media 

appropriate to their chosen title and area of study 

 Recorded ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 

 Presented a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions 

 

Component 02: Externally set task 

For this component, an early release paper will be despatched to centres and will be 

available from 2 January. 

 

This paper will give learners a choice of five themes, each with a choice of visual starting 

points.  From this paper, learners are expected to choose one option for which they will 

generate an appropriate personal response of one or more artefact(s) within a 10-hours 

supervised time period.  
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Food and Cookery (NCFE)  
 

Level One 
 

This qualification is designed for learners with an interest in food and cookery. It will 

provide learners with experience of using different cooking techniques and methods to 

enable them to use these within further education or apprenticeships. It will give them a 

basic understanding of the skills required for a career in food. 

 

There are four units for learners to cover: 

▪ Preparing to Cook 

▪ Understanding Food 

▪ Exploring Balanced Diets 

▪ Plan and Produce Dishes in Response to a Brief 

Three of these units are teacher assessed; the fourth one is assessed externally in an 

examination. 
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Design & Technology  
Design and Technology helps you develop the ability to design and make products with 

creativity and originality, using a range of materials and techniques. You will be entered 

for either the GCSE or the Entry Pathway. 
 

AQA GCSE Design and Technology 

Externally assessed – Exam (2 hours) 

Written exam containing the following elements: 

• Core technical principles –  

Various elements from mechanical systems to energy generation. 

• Specialist technical principles -  

In depth knowledge of a material area, woods, metals or plastics. 

• Designing and making principles –  

Aspects of design, communication and investigational skills. 

50% of marks 

Maths and Science skills are fundamental to Design and Technology. These skills will 

be embedded in the examination for the qualification. 

Internally assessed – Coursework (40 hours) 

Coursework which contains the following elements: 

• Identifying and investigating design possibilities 

• Producing a design brief and specification 

• Generating, developing and realising design ideas 

• Analysing & evaluating 

50% of marks 

The coursework follows a single design and make activity selected from a range of 

board set tasks supplied by the exam. Students will have the flexibility to work with 

different tools, materials, design strategies and manufacturing techniques. 

 

WJEC Creative, Media and Performance Arts Entry Pathway 

Externally assessed examinations: N/A no exam 

Internally assessed areas:  

Module 1 – Designing and Modelling 

Module 2 – Planning 

Module 3 – Health and Safety 

Module 4 – Making a Product 

This course can cover a variety of creative, media and arts pathways but it is taught 

from a Design and Technology perspective to run alongside the GCSE course. It will 

teach students the knowledge and skills to design, model and manufacture a product 

of their own. In addition, it will teach planning skills and focus on safe working 

practises in the Design and Technology environment. 
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BTEC Sport  
Pearson BTEC Level 1 Certificate in Sport and Active Leisure (QCF) equivalent to a GCSE 

involves theory as well as practical work and examination.    

 

Four units need to be covered over the 2 year course.   

 

The four units over 2 years include:- 
 Taking part in sport 

 Assisting a leader in a sports active  

 Physical activities for children 

 Assisting at a sports or active leisure event 

Objective of the qualifications 

 

The Pearson BTEC Level 1 Certificate (QCF) in Sport and Active Leisure has been 

developed to give learners the opportunity to: 
 engage in learning which is relevant to them and will provide opportunities to develop a 

range of sporting skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for 

successful performance in working life. 

 achieve a nationally recognised Entry or Level 1 vocationally related qualification. 

 progress to employment in sport and active leisure. 

 progress to related general and/or vocational qualifications. 

 

Practical parts of this course include:- 
 Delivering sports and activity session to younger children 

 Visiting local active leisure providers 

 Supporting at active leisure and sports events 

 

Units Assessment method 

All units are Centre-devised assessment (internally assessed). 
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College (City and Guilds or Edexcel)  
 

Once a week, you will be based at a local provider. Qualifications are at Level 1 or Level 2. 

Examples of courses are: 

 

Small Animal Care Construction Hairdressing 

  Feeding and cleaning animals  Joinery   Preparation of equipment 

  Housing of small animals  Brickwork   Meet and greet clients 

  Handling and movement of small 

animals 

 Painting and 

Decorating 

 General tidy the salon 

 

You will be taught by lecturers at a local college or training agency with full support from 

RSDD staff. 

 

Topics are linked to work that you may do in your own home in the future or as a career. 

 

You will be given protective clothing to use and it must be returned when you leave 

school.   

  


